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The author makes an inexcusably weak point when he asserts that it is para- 
doxical to claim that the battle of Borodino was the work of Napoleon, because 
Napoleon did not kill anybody. The soldiers did the killing, not by the em- 
peror's orders, but acting from their own impulses. Had th=*y been forbidden to 
fight they would have disobeyed orders, for to them a battle was necessary. 
Prom whatever standpoint this argument be viewed it is shallow. The same 
course of reasoning, applied to other military heroes, would almost invariably 
strip them of their glory. Moreover, the defenders of Napoleon have the right 
to assert, in face of this conclusion, that if the soldiers acted without, or contrary 
to, their general's orders, they, and not their leader, must be held responsible for 
the reckless loss of life and the terrible scenes of carnage which the Emperor is 
so generally accused of causing to gratify his own selfish ambition. Tolstoi aEows 
that it seemed to Napoleon that his will was the mainspring of action, but this 
conclusion was but another proof of his fatuity. Again, no one was responsibie for 
the burning of Moscow. The city burned " because it was in a condition when a 
city of wood must necessarily burn." In place of the careful proprietors of houses, 
it was occupied by an immense military force of strangers who smoked dangerous 
pipes and cooked their meals twice a day. A conflagration was, therefore, inevit- 
able. The famous retreat, says this Russian critic, was managed as budly as it 
could possibly have been. No plan could have been invented whereby the French 
army would have been more speedily destroyed than that contrived by Napoleon. 
" To say that Napoleon led his army to destruction because he wished to destroy 
it, or because he was very stupid, would be as false and as unjust as it would be 
to say that Napoleon led his troops to Moscow because he wished to do so, 
and because he was a man of genius." His action simply coincided with the laws 
of the progress of events. When retreat was inevitable, this figurehead of the 
French army, for nowhere in these pages is he anything more, is represented as 
an obese, stupid, luxurious coward, who, elegantly attired in furs, safely 
ensconses himself in a comfortable traveling carriage, which he has caused to be 
well filled with Russian treasure, and, thinking only of his own safety, hastens 
as rapidly as possible towards his capital, where he receives the adulation of his 
people. 

At no time in his career does he appear to be the master of his fortunes, nor 
does he display the most ordinary amount of common sense. He is the subject of 
a multitude of happy accidents. Fortuitous circumstances combine to load him 
with fame. " The stupidity of those about him, his own sincerity in falsehood, 
and his brilliant and presumptuous egotism, combined to push this man to the 
head of the army." Every action is received by its enthusiastic countrymen as 
heroic. 

The conclusion which Count Tolstoi reaches is, that the final object of events 
or of historical personages is beyond the reach of man ; at which point the reader 
is constrained to inquire, concerning the discussion through which he has come, 
cut bono t The work of the translator in this review, which will doubtless have 
a large circle of readers, has been very happily accomplished. The principal title 
se ems to us much too general for such a very narrow piece of military history. 

III. 

HYPNOTISM AS A SCIENCE. 

" Animal Magnetism " is the latest volume in the International Scientific 
Series,* and is the product of the dual authorship of the Messrs. Alfred Binet and 

* The International Scientific Series. " Animal Magnetism." By Alfred Binet and Charles 
Fire. D. Appleton * Co. 
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Charles Fer6, whose researches and publications on this and kindred themes have 
been sufficiently extensive to guarantee their fitness for the task here assigned 
them. The work does not claim to be a didactic treatise, the authors rightly 
judging that such an undertaking would be premature at the present stage of the 
development of the science. They present, however, a great variety of experi- 
ments, and of facts deduced from personal and careful observation, and furnish 
the reader with the latest results and conclusions concerning this line of study. 
Hauy of the experiments described were performed at the SalpStriere (where M. 
Fer6 is an assistant physician), and were made in accordance with the methods of 
M. Charcot, the chief of the school of the Salpetriere. Among the chapters which 
will attract most attention are those which describe the methods of producing 
hypnotism; its various forms; hypnotic hallucination; application of hypnotism 
to therapeutics, and a consideration of hypnotism and responsibility. The action 
of sesthesiogenie agents in producing hallucination is clearly shown by means of 
experiments. For instance, " After awaking one of our subjects, we showed her 
a Chinese gong and the pad with which it was sounded. The sight of the instru- 
ment alarmed her, and as soon as it was struck she fell into a state of catalepsy. 
After this preparatory experimeut, she was awakened and requested to look at- 
tentively at the gong, and meanwhile a small magnet was brought close to her 
head. In the course of a minute she asserted that she could not see the instrument 
and that it had completely disappeared, and when the gong was sounded, more 
loudly than before, she did not fall into a state of catalepsy, but only looked at it 
with an air of some surprise. Hence it appears that the magnet, in some sense, 
paralysed the vision of the gong; the perception of this object was replaced by a 
corresponding anaesthesia, so that the noise of the gong no longer produced cata- 
lepsy." 

The volume will be of interest to lovers of the marvelous, and of value to the 
scientific observer. 

IV. 

A STUDY IN METEMPSYCHOSIS. 

The transmigration of souls is a subject so full of suggestions that it is a won- 
der some great novelist has not seized upon it as the central idea of a thrilling 
story. The author of "An Unlaid Ghost "* has in part filled this void in literature, 
and has produced a novelette which, with some defects of treatment, commends 
itself as one of originality and power. The historical portion concerns itself with 
the crimes of Poppeea, wife of the Emperor Nero, who is supposed to be sentenced 
to live after death in this world in another form, there to endure the anguish of 
being a cause of misery to others— her very existence bringing a blight upon those 
she loves. This ends the first part. The second is taken up with the history of a 
beautiful and lovable girl who is Poppaea revivibus, though, of course, she does not 
know it. The reader follows with keen interest the trials of this maiden, who, in- 
deed, seems to be the victim of some awful and inexplicable doom, in inflicting in- 
jury where she only wishes to bless. Things right themselves at last, but in a way 
the reader could scarcely anticipate. As we have suggested, the story is one of 
more than ordinary power, holding the reader to rapt attention throughout. 
The defects are rather of the philosophic order than literary. Poppaea dies hum- 
bled and repentant, but her resurrection in the person of the heroine of the second 
part still seems a rather weak illustration of the doctrine of metempsychosis. We 
do not recognize Poppaea in the pure and lovable girl who innocently suffers for 

* " An Unlaid Ghost ; » Study In Metempsychosis." D. Appleton & Co. 



